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96. Al-'Alaq — The Clot §l=I
Revelation order #1 - c. 610 CE - Makkah - 19 verses - early Makkah
Comparative reading note

Proclamation, warning, and consolation shape the chapter. The English renderings differ most in cadence: Yusuf Ali

explanatory, Pickthall restrained, Maulana Muhammad Ali exacting, and Qara'i closely keyed to the Arabic phrasing.
Yusuf Ali

Most expansive of the Sunni comparative set; useful for a devotional or explanatory reading rhythm.

Pickthall

The most austere register; it is often the cleanest line for close comparative study.

Maulana Muhammad Ali

Ahmadiyya English comparison column; commentary expansion remains available for a later import pass.

Ali Quli Qara'i

Widely cited Twelver English translation (phrase-by-phrase). Preferred column in Shia mode; always present for

comparative study on site and in PDFs.


https://zeaun.com/quran?mode=all#surah-96

Maulana
# Arabic Yusuf Ali Pickthall Muhammad Ali Quli Qara'i
Ali

Year /
context
Proclaim! (or

Read: Inthe  Read in the
Read in the Name of c. 610

T :ﬂ o read!) in the
o2 t_)-°-7JJ a [ aae name of thy  name of thy
1 _ 5 ¢ . name of thy Lord Lord Wh Lord wh your Lord who CE
LIS S5+ o2 -5 or 0 ord who
sy [ 59 and Cherisher, created 2 notes
createth creates -
Who created
Created man, out Createth Creat red ¢ c. 610
< ° < reateth man Creates man  created man from a
2 GLE &0 oY 1> of a (mere) clot of o CE
= = from a clot from a clot clinging mass
congealed blood 2 notes
) Read: And thy
Proclaim! And ) Read and thy c. 610
) Lord is the ) Read, and your Lord
3 thy Lord is Most Lord is most CE
) Most is the most generous
Bountiful, Generous 2 notes
Bounteous
s g HeWhomught L acheth Who taughtby who taughtby the < o
=0 w_ ¥ o teache o tau who tau e
4 olal , ale s (the use of) the L ny gL ny CE
- - by the pen the pen pen
pen, 2 notes
Taught man that Teacheth man Taught man c. 610
5 }.Ifz] “&j e o 3(') ;j_i which he knew  that which he what he knew taught man what he CE
) = did not know
not knew not not 1 note
Nay, but man Nay, but verily Nay, man is c. 610
BN SR _ Indeed man becomes
6 &alad Y O] WS doth transgress  man is surely belli CE
= = rebelliou
all bounds rebelliou inordinate 1 note
That he Because he
In that he looketh ) c. 610
) thinketh looks upon when he considers
7 upon himself as ) ) . CE
- himself himself as self- himself without need
self-sufficient ) o 1 note
independent  sufficient
Verily, to thy Lo! unto thy  Surely to thy c. 610
] ) ] Indeed to your Lord
8 Lord is the return Lord is the Lord is the ) CE
is the return
(of all) return return 1 note
Hast thou seen c. 610
9 e j oz 7 Seest thou one him who Hast thou seen Tell me, he who CE
g S =t who forbids him who forbid forbid
dissuadet 1 note
c. 610
@ _ _o. Avotary when he A slave when A servant when a servant when he
10 &lo 5] 135 CE

(turns) to pray  he prayeth he prays prays
1 note



Maulana

Year /
Arabic Yusuf Ali Pickthall Muhammad Ali Quli Qara'i
. context
Ali
) _ Hast thou seen )
Seest thou if he is ) Seest thou is he tell me, should he be c. 610
if he relieth on
on (the road of) ] is on the right on &#91;true&#93; CE
) the guidance )
Guidance? way guidance 1 note
(of Allah
o o Or enjoins or bid c. 610
L oG =z Or enjoins Or enjoineth
S5l 4 5al 8l . observance of  &#91;others&#93; to CE
* Righteousness piety .
duty Godwariness 1 note

Hast thou seen
Seest thou if he  if he denieth  Seest thou if he tell me, should he call c. 610

N Q@.x:f ol et ji denies (Truth) (Allah's denies and him a liarand turn =~ CE
and turns away  guidance) and turns away awa 1 note
is froward
T Knowethhenot ¢ " Knows he not  &mdashsdoes he not <0
@ 5% <o o1 Knoweth he no nows he no mdash;does he no
sxal 9L od=y oI unaware that CE
- that God doth see that Allah sees know that Allah sees
Allah seeth 1 note
) ) Nay, if he )
_ _ Let him beware! Nay, but if he desist not. Wi No indeed! If he does 610
0 =T =-o01 T\i< esist not, We C.
2l aw PJ u-LJ S 15 he desist not, cease not We not stop, We shall
_ ) i . will seize him o CE
il , We will drag him will seize him seize him by the
= : by the forelock 2 notes
by the forelock, by the forelock forelock
Alying, sinfll  The lyi Alying, sinful a lying, sinful ¢ 610
e L ing, sinfu e lying, ing, sinful a lying, sinfu
L5 a5 2ol ying ying ying ying CE
= forelock sinful forelock forelock forelock
1 note
Then, let him call ) )
Then let him  Then let him c. 610
s_ 1. 309 (for help) to his ) ) Then let him call out
&G g3als ' call upon his ~ summon his ' CE
council (of ) his gang
henchmen council 1 note
comrades)
We will call on . We will
We will call We &#91;t00&#93; c. 610
the angels of summon the
) the guards of shall call the keepers CE
punishment (to braves of the
hell of hell 1 note
deal with him) army

Day, heed him  Nay, Obey not Nay! Obey him No indeed! Donot  c. 610
not: But bow thou him. But not, but obey him, but CE
down in prostrate prostrate prostrate and draw 1 note
adoration, and thyself, and thyself, and near &#91;to

Allah&#93;



Maulana

Year /
# Arabic Yusuf Ali Pickthall Muhammad Ali Quli Qara'i
context
Ali
bring thyself the draw near draw nigh (to

closer (to God)  (unto Allah)  Allah)
Direct context - Ayah 1 - ¢. 610 CE

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhar, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4750

96:1

The commencement of (the Divine Inspirations to) Allah's Messenger () was in the form of true dreams. The Angel
came to him and said, "Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created all exists), has created man from a clot. Read!
And your Lord is Most Generous, Who has taught (the writing) by the pen. (96.1-4)

3852 J16 Jiat uiSs 1 J65 ¢ 3,850 oF saks UxaST IS W55 p8as 85 ol 332 W35
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4750

APA: al-Bukhari, M. I. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4750). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4750 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4747

96:1

(the wife of the Prophet) The commencement (of the Divine Inspiration) to Allah's Messenger () was in the form of
true dreams in his sleep, for he never had a dream but it turned out to be true and clear as the bright daylight. Then he
began to like seclusions, so he used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira where he used to worship Allah continuously
for many nights before going back to his family to take the necessary provision (of food) for the stay. He come back to
(his wife) Khadija again to take his provision (of food) likewise, till one day he received the Guidance while he was in
the cave of Hira. An Angel came to him and asked him to read. Allah's Messenger ( ) replied, "I do not know how to
read." The Prophet ( ) added, "Then the Angel held me (forcibly) and pressed me so hard that I felt distressed. Then he
released me and again asked me to read, and I replied, 'I do not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me again and
pressed me for the second time till I felt distressed. He then released me and asked me to read, but again I replied. 'I do
not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me for the third time and pressed me till I got distressed, and then he released
me and said, 'Read, in the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that exists), has created man out of a clot, Read! And

your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen, has taught man that which he knew not."



(96.1-5). Then Allah's Messenger () returned with that experience; and the muscles between his neck and shoulders

were trembling till he came upon Khadija (his wife) and...
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4747

APA: al-Bukhari, M. I. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4747). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4747 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

Direct context + Ayah 2 - c. 610 CE

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4750

96:2

The commencement of (the Divine Inspirations to) Allah's Messenger () was in the form of true dreams. The Angel
came to him and said, "Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created all exists), has created man from a clot. Read!

And your Lord is Most Generous, Who has taught (the writing) by the pen. (96.1-4)
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4750

APA: al-Bukhari, M. 1. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4750). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4750 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4747

96:2

(the wife of the Prophet) The commencement (of the Divine Inspiration) to Allah's Messenger () was in the form of

true dreams in his sleep, for he never had a dream but it turned out to be true and clear as the bright daylight. Then he



began to like seclusions, so he used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira where he used to worship Allah continuously
for many nights before going back to his family to take the necessary provision (of food) for the stay. He come back to
(his wife) Khadija again to take his provision (of food) likewise, till one day he received the Guidance while he was in
the cave of Hira. An Angel came to him and asked him to read. Allah's Messenger ( ) replied, "I do not know how to
read." The Prophet ( ) added, "Then the Angel held me (forcibly) and pressed me so hard that I felt distressed. Then he
released me and again asked me to read, and I replied, 'T do not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me again and
pressed me for the second time till I felt distressed. He then released me and asked me to read, but again I replied. 'T do
not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me for the third time and pressed me till I got distressed, and then he released
me and said, 'Read, in the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that exists), has created man out of a clot, Read! And
your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen, has taught man that which he knew not."

(96.1-5). Then Allah's Messenger () returned with that experience; and the muscles between his neck and shoulders
were trembling till he came upon Khadija (his wife) and...
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhar, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4747

APA: al-Bukhari, M. I. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4747). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4747 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

Direct context - Ayah 3 - c. 610 CE

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4750

96:3

The commencement of (the Divine Inspirations to) Allah's Messenger () was in the form of true dreams. The Angel
came to him and said, "Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created all exists), has created man from a clot. Read!

And your Lord is Most Generous, Who has taught (the writing) by the pen. (96.1-4)
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4750



APA: al-Bukhari, M. 1. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4750). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4750 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4747

96:3

(the wife of the Prophet) The commencement (of the Divine Inspiration) to Allah's Messenger () was in the form of
true dreams in his sleep, for he never had a dream but it turned out to be true and clear as the bright daylight. Then he
began to like seclusions, so he used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira where he used to worship Allah continuously
for many nights before going back to his family to take the necessary provision (of food) for the stay. He come back to
(his wife) Khadija again to take his provision (of food) likewise, till one day he received the Guidance while he was in
the cave of Hira. An Angel came to him and asked him to read. Allah's Messenger ( ) replied, "I do not know how to
read." The Prophet ( ) added, "Then the Angel held me (forcibly) and pressed me so hard that I felt distressed. Then he
released me and again asked me to read, and I replied, 'l do not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me again and
pressed me for the second time till I felt distressed. He then released me and asked me to read, but again I replied. 'I do
not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me for the third time and pressed me till I got distressed, and then he released
me and said, 'Read, in the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that exists), has created man out of a clot, Read! And
your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen, has taught man that which he knew not."
(96.1-5). Then Allah's Messenger ( ) returned with that experience; and the muscles between his neck and shoulders
were trembling till he came upon Khadija (his wife) and...
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4747

APA: al-Bukhari, M. I. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4747). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4747 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

Direct context - Ayah 4 - c¢. 610 CE

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4750

96:4



The commencement of (the Divine Inspirations to) Allah's Messenger () was in the form of true dreams. The Angel
came to him and said, "Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created all exists), has created man from a clot. Read!

And your Lord is Most Generous, Who has taught (the writing) by the pen. (96.1-4)
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4750

APA: al-Bukhari, M. 1. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4750). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4750 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4747

96:4

(the wife of the Prophet) The commencement (of the Divine Inspiration) to Allah's Messenger () was in the form of
true dreams in his sleep, for he never had a dream but it turned out to be true and clear as the bright daylight. Then he
began to like seclusions, so he used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira where he used to worship Allah continuously
for many nights before going back to his family to take the necessary provision (of food) for the stay. He come back to
(his wife) Khadija again to take his provision (of food) likewise, till one day he received the Guidance while he was in
the cave of Hira. An Angel came to him and asked him to read. Allah's Messenger ( ) replied, "I do not know how to
read."” The Prophet ( ) added, "Then the Angel held me (forcibly) and pressed me so hard that I felt distressed. Then he
released me and again asked me to read, and I replied, 'l do not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me again and
pressed me for the second time till I felt distressed. He then released me and asked me to read, but again I replied. 'T do
not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me for the third time and pressed me till I got distressed, and then he released
me and said, 'Read, in the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that exists), has created man out of a clot, Read! And
your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen, has taught man that which he knew not."
(96.1-5). Then Allah's Messenger () returned with that experience; and the muscles between his neck and shoulders

were trembling till he came upon Khadija (his wife) and...
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4747



APA: al-Bukhari, M. 1. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4747). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4747 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

Direct context - Ayah 5 - ¢. 610 CE

bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith
4747

96:5

(the wife of the Prophet) The commencement (of the Divine Inspiration) to Allah's Messenger () was in the form of
true dreams in his sleep, for he never had a dream but it turned out to be true and clear as the bright daylight. Then he
began to like seclusions, so he used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira where he used to worship Allah continuously
for many nights before going back to his family to take the necessary provision (of food) for the stay. He come back to
(his wife) Khadija again to take his provision (of food) likewise, till one day he received the Guidance while he was in
the cave of Hira. An Angel came to him and asked him to read. Allah's Messenger ( ) replied, "I do not know how to
read." The Prophet ( ) added, "Then the Angel held me (forcibly) and pressed me so hard that I felt distressed. Then he
released me and again asked me to read, and I replied, 'I do not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me again and
pressed me for the second time till I felt distressed. He then released me and asked me to read, but again I replied. 'I do
not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me for the third time and pressed me till I got distressed, and then he released
me and said, 'Read, in the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that exists), has created man out of a clot, Read! And
your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen, has taught man that which he knew not."
(96.1-5). Then Allah's Messenger ( ) returned with that experience; and the muscles between his neck and shoulders

were trembling till he came upon Khadija (his wife) and...
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Prophetic Commentary on the Qur'an (Tafseer of the Prophet (pbuh)), hadith 4747

APA: al-Bukhari, M. I. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 65, Hadith 4747). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4747 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

Direct context - Ayah 6 - c¢. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzal on Qur’an 96:6

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:6).
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Direct context - Ayah 7 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzal on Qur’an 96:7

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:7).
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Direct context + Ayah 8 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzal on Qur’an 96:8
APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:8).
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Direct context * Ayah 9 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzal on Qur’an 96:9

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:9).
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Direct context - Ayah 10 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzal on Qur’an 96:10
APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:10).
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Direct context - Ayah 11 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuziil on Qur’an 96:11

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:11).
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzil on Qur’an 96:12

APA: Asbab al-nuzil tradition (n.d.). (96:12).
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Direct context - Ayah 13 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded

s3ills s B[P EIRNERN(E Ps,gjalm,m@ s sl J6 waauleo,m@u;
ole ol 25 ool 385 ol Jdas 16 016 5Bl o 2885 8588V 51 ity e Y 25 ks sl o
LU o 3350 s itz &) : UG5 S s &) Jaad :J6 a5z, il aiiat GIE 5a83 585 V] 4o Agin5 155 J06 aiid;
o2 555 -z g e Al J5505:6 «lgiat Igint &Mall a25larsY ko s 8 ¢|JWJJ55 25usls V3ds
.]a.n..lu.uuy Q|M}-4ibsw_9|o);‘)mw|wp



Islamic: Asbab al-nuzil on Qur’an 96:13

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:13).
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Direct context *+ Ayah 14 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzal on Qur’an 96:14

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:14).
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Direct context *+ Ayah 15 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzial on Qur’an 96:15

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:15).
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bukhari - ungraded - Sahih al-Bukhari, Interpretation of Dreams, hadith 6724
96:15

The commencement of the Divine Inspiration to Allah's Messenger () was in the form of good righteous (true) dreams
in his sleep. He never had a dream but that it came true like bright day light. He used to go in seclusion (the cave of)
Hira where he used to worship(Allah Alone) continuously for many (days) nights. He used to take with him the journey
food for that (stay) and then come back to (his wife) Khadija to take his food like-wise again for another period to stay,
till suddenly the Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave of Hira. The angel came to him in it and asked him
to read. The Prophet () replied, "I do not know how to read." (The Prophet ( ) added), "The angel caught me
(forcefully) and pressed me so hard that I could not bear it anymore. He then released me and again asked me to read,
and I replied, "I do not know how to read," whereupon he caught me again and pressed me a second time till I could not
bear it anymore. He then released me and asked me again to read, but again I replied, "I do not know how to read (or,
what shall I read?)." Thereupon he caught me for the third time and pressed me and then released me and said, "Read: In
the Name of your Lord, Who has created (all that exists). Has created man from a clot. Read and Your Lord is Most
Generous...up to..... .. that which he knew not." (96.15) Then Allah's Messenger () returned with the Inspiration, his
neck muscles twitching with terror till he entered upon Khadija and said, "Cover me! Cover me!" They covered him till

his fear was over and then he said, "O Khadija, what is wrong with m...
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Islamic: Sahih al-Bukhari, Interpretation of Dreams, hadith 6724

APA: al-Bukhari, M. I. (ca. 870). Sahih al-Bukhart (Book 91, Hadith 6724). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:6724 [Compiler
death era (AH 256 / 870 CE); not a modern first-edition imprint.]

Direct context - Ayah 16 - c. 610 CE
Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzil on Qur’an 96:16

APA: Asbab al-nuzil tradition (n.d.). (96:16).
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Direct context - Ayah 17 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzal on Qur’an 96:17

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:17).
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Direct context - Ayah 18 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzil on Qur’an 96:18

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:18).
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Direct context - Ayah 19 - c. 610 CE

Asbab al-Nuzul dataset - ungraded
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Islamic: Asbab al-nuzial on Qur’an 96:19

APA: Asbab al-nuziil tradition (n.d.). (96:19).
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https://zeaun.com/quran?mode=all#surah-96

Work in progress. This scholarly prototype may contain errors, incomplete coverage, or imperfect machine-assisted text.
Always verify references, citations, and quotations against authoritative sources before relying on them for research,

teaching, or belief. -Zeaun
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